
** In cases where a student expressly admits guilt, the Panel 
for Sanction shall not consider expulsion as a sanction for the 
guilty student.

THE HONOR CASE PROCESS Report

The Reported 
Student is notified.

IR Meeting with the 
Reported Student.

Student Requests Hearing on Contributory Health 
Impairment (CHI)                                                                         

A student who believes that they had a medical or mental 
condition that contributed to the commission of an Honor offense 
can request a CHI Hearing any time within 10 days after a formal 

accusation by an Investigative Panel. The CHI process is 
overseen by the Dean of Students.

Student Elects Informed Retraction 
(IR)                                                                       

A student wishing to file an IR must 

complete the IR Form* and submit it to 
the Vice Chairs for Investigations and 

Sanctions within their 7-day "IR 
Period".

Full Investigation                                                                                                                  
If the student does not elect to file an IR during 
their "IR Period", a full Honor investigation will 

proceed.

Proposed Amends                                                                    
The reported student meets with the 

Reporter to agree on proposed 
amends, then files an IR form. The IR 
Acceptance Letter is shared with the 

student, and they proceed to the Panel 
for Sanction. Since the student has 
taken the IR, the Panel for Sanction 

may not consider permanent 
sanctions.

Panel for Sanction                                                                             
The submitting student has the option 
to attend the Panel for Sanction for the 

proposed amends in their IR. Five 
randomly-selected Honor Committee 

members accept, modify, or reject their 
proposed amends.  Four-fifths of the 

Panel for Sanction vote that the 
sanctions are appropriate.

Investigative Panel                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
A rotating body of three Honor Committee 

members convene to determine whether to 
formally accuse the student or drop the case.

This flowchart is intended to illustrate the Honor process in a 
general way, and does not reflect procedural details or 
provisions that may apply only in specific cases. For a detailed 
description of Honor investigations, the Informed Retraction, 
the Hearing on Contributory Health Impairment, Honor 
Hearings, and appeals, see the Bylaws of the Honor 
Committee.

* In order to have the IR form deemed complete and accepted 
by the Vice Chairs, the student must obtain the signatures of 
the "affected parties". 

Drop                                                                                    
If the I-Panel votes to drop 

the case, the case is 
considered closed and all 

records are dismissed.

Accuse                                                                                           
A formal accusation is rendered if a 

majority of the I-Panel determines that 
it is "more likely than not" that the 

student committed an Honor offense.

Hearing                                                                                                        
If the accused student requests an Honor 

Hearing, they will select, be assigned, or waive 
Counsel. At the Hearing, a student panel 

comprised of seven randomly selected students 
and five randomly selected Honor Committee 
members will determine whether the accused 

student committed an Honor offense. 

Guilty                                                                             
The student panel determines that the three criteria 

of Act, Knowledge, and Significance are met 
beyond a reasonable doubt. Four-fifths of panelists 

vote that Act and Knowledge are met; a simple 
majority vote that the Act was Significant.

Not Guilty                                                                  
The student panel determines that 
at least one of the three criteria of 
Act, Knowledge, and Significance 
are not met beyond a reasonable 
doubt. The charges are dismissed 

and all records of the case are 
dismissed.

No Appeal                                                                
Student elects to not file an 

appeal.

Appeal                                                                                                  
Student elects to file an appeal on the 

basis of good cause or new evidence. If 
it is granted, potential avenues include 
(but are not limited to): a new I-Panel, a 

new Hearing, or dismissal of the 
underlying Honor charges.

Panel for Sanction                                                                                    
Five Honor Committee members from the Panel for 

Guilt determine the reasonable sanction by a 
four-fifths vote. Permanent sanctions may be 

considered if five-sevenths of the randomly selected 
students vote that the offense rises to such 

sanctions, or if the guilty student has previously 
been found to have committed an Honor offense.

Admit Guilt                                                         
If the student admits guilt, 

either by an admission that is 
expressly made or by leaving 

the University, they will be 
deemed to have waived the 

right to an Honor hearing and 
its associated privileges. The 

student will proceed to the 

Panel for Sanction.**

Student Requests CHI Only                                            
If the student requests a CHI Hearing 

prior to I-Panel (without electing to 
simultaneously file an IR), the case will 

proceed through a full investigation, 
and an I-Panel will be convened. If the 
I-Panel drops the case, both the Honor 

charges and the CHI request will be 
dismissed. If the I-Panel accuses the 

student, the Honor proceedings will be 
paused and the case will be submitted 
to the Dean of Students for evaluation 

of the CHI Hearing request.

Student Requests CHI + IR              
The student submits both a CHI 
Hearing request and an IR Form 
during the IR Period. If the CHI 
Hearing request or CHI claim is 

ultimately denied and the case is 
returned to Honor, the student 

proceeds to the Panel for 
Sanction.                                       

CHI                                                      
If a student submits a CHI 

Hearing Request following a 
formal accusation, Honor 

proceedings will be paused and 
the CHI request will be 

submitted to the Dean of 
Students.  
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